
PERSONNEL BOARD
February 1, 2007

SPECIAL MEETING

Meeting was held Thursday, February 1, 2007, City Council Chambers, County-City Building,
Lincoln, Nebraska.

Members present:  Ruth Jones, Sarah Jones, Maggie Stine.  Members absent:  Pat Borer, Ed Wimes. 
Personnel Department resource staff attending:  Karen Eurich.

The meeting was opened at 8:35 a.m.  Maggie Stine assumed the duties of Chair as per the election
at the January 18, 2007 meeting. 

Agenda Item 1 was the continuation of appeal hearing for John Huff — Lincoln Fire & Rescue. 
Mike Thew of the County Attorney’s Office represented the City; Jim Zalewski represented John
Huff.  The proceedings were recorded by Julie Pell of J.S. Wurm & Associates and are on file in that
office.

Jim Zalewski produced the original document of Exhibit 23 with the signature block pursuant to
testimony of Mayor Seng at the January 18, 2007 meeting.  He indicated this document was obtained
from Jeff Mellen at EDM and must be returned to him.  The Board observed the signatures on this
document and it was pointed out by Jim Zalewski that some of the signatures run outside of the
signature block onto the blue print document.

The meeting then proceeded with the continuation of Dennis Klein’s testimony.

Witnesses called:  Dennis Klein, Dan Wright, Rich Furasek, Steve Huggenberger, John Huff, and
Don Taute.  Bob Poe, Rob Koranda, and Mark Doehling testified by stipulation.

Both attorneys agreed to the calling of witnesses Dan Wright and Rich Furasek out of order due to a
speaking engagement both of them had in the afternoon.  Throughout the course of the meeting,
Exhibit numbers 67, 68, 59, 61 were offered by Mike Thew.  Jim Zalewski objected to these exhibits
with the exception of Exhibit number 61 – which he objected only to page 15 of that exhibit.  Chair
Maggie Stine accepted into the record exhibits number 67, 68, 59, and number 61 with the exclusion
of what was identified as page number 15 of this document which is already on record as exhibit
number 22, but with a notation added to the page contained within exhibit number 61.  Jim Zalewski
also offered into the record exhibits number 22A and number 24.  Exhibit number 22A was accepted
into the record.  Mike Thew renewed his original objections to Exhibit number 24.  The Board ruled
to not accept Exhibit number 24 into the record.

Upon calling witness Bob Poe, Jim Zalewski made an objection to this witness.  Following
discussion, both attorneys agreed to a stipulation regarding the testimony of Bob Poe, Rob Koranda,
and Mark Doehling, maintenance employees at the Fire Department.  After the City rested its case,
Jim Zalewski made a motion to dismiss the case.  Mike Thew addressed the Board with his reasons
to continue the hearing.  It was ruled by the Board to continue with the hearing and additional
witnesses.  John Huff was called and testified in his own behalf.  After Jim Zalewski rested his case,
Chair Maggie Stine asked City Attorney Connor Reuter if the Board could call a witness of their
own.  Connor Reuter advised the Board per their Personnel Board procedures they were allowed to
do this.  There were no objections by Jim Zalewski or Mike Thew.  The Board called Don Taute.
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Following closing statements by both sides, the Board began their deliberations.  It was moved by
Ruth Jones and seconded by Maggie Stine to suspend deliberations and make a motion.  Motion was
unanimously carried by roll call vote.

It was moved by Sarah Jones and seconded by Maggie Stine to reopen deliberations.  Motion was
unanimously carried by roll call vote.

Following further discussion, it was moved by Ruth Jones and seconded by Sarah Jones to suspend
deliberations and make a motion.  Motion was unanimously carried by roll call vote.

It was moved by Ruth Jones to grant John Huff’s appeal and overturn the suspension and
termination.  Motion died for lack of second.

It was moved by Maggie Stine to grant the appeal in regards to the termination only and to uphold
the ten day suspension.  Motion died for a lack of second.

Following further discussion, it was then moved by Maggie Stine and seconded by Sarah Jones to
grant the appeal in regards to the termination and uphold the suspension and allow the ten day
suspension to stand.  Motion was unanimously carried by roll call vote.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Karen Eurich
Personnel Operations Specialist

PC: Joan Ross, City Clerk
James Zalewski
John Huff
Mayor Seng
Mike Thew

F:\FILES\PERSONL\FILES\BOARDS\KE3756D
























	Minutes - 2/1/2007 Special Meeting of Personnel Board
	Findings of Fact - In the matter of the Appeal of John Huff 
	Conclusions of Law - in the matter of the Appeal of John Huff

